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UOW COLLEGE HONG KONG / COMMUNITY COLLEGE OF CITY UNIVERSITY 

COURSE INFORMATION RECORD 

(Associate Degrees, Higher Diplomas and Diploma) 

This form is for the completion by the Course Examiner. The information provided on this form is the 

official record of course. It will be used for the College’s database, various College publications 

(including websites) and documentation for students and others as required. Please refer to the 

Explanatory Notes attached to this form on the various items of information required. 

Offered by Faculty of Business 

With effect from  
(semester and academic year) 

Semester B, 2021/2022 

 

Part I Course Overview 

Course Title: Understanding Contemporary China 

Course Title  
(in Chinese if applicable):  

 

Course Code: CGE26515 

Course Duration: One semester 

Credit Units: 3 

Level: A2 

QF Credit Units: 14 

QF Level: 4 

GE Domain: 
(for GE courses only) 

 Arts and humanities 
 Science and technology 
 Society and organisations 

Medium of Instruction: English 

Medium of Assessment: English 

Prerequisites:  
(Course code and title) 

NIL 

Precursors: 
(Course code and title) 

NIL 

Equivalent courses: 
(Course code and title) 

CGE26505 Understanding Contemporary China 

Exclusive courses: 
(Course code and title) 

NIL 

Programmes/cohorts of 
students not allowed to enrol 
in this course (if any): 

NIL 
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Part II Course Details 

1. Course Aims 

The aim of this course is to help students understand the socio-economic-political structure 
of contemporary China, situate contemporary social, economic, cultural and development 
issues against a backdrop of recent past transformations, and consider the potential impact 
of national strategies on the country and beyond. 

 

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 

(CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a 

given standard of performance.) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

No. CILOs Weighting  
(if applicable) 

1.  Describe the historic changes in China that have led to the 
country’s economic growth and rise to a world superpower; 

20% 

2.  Apply the knowledge and skills to analyse the challenges and 
opportunities arising in contemporary China; 

20% 

3.  Critically evaluate the socio-political, economic, cultural and 
international issues China faces today; and 

30% 

4.  Examine the important emerging issues in contemporary China. 30% 

 If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to  100% 

 

3. Alignment of the CILOs with the Programme Intended Learning Outcomes  

Only for Generic Courses and General Education 
Courses  

CILOs (Please ✓ if the CILO(s) is/are 

aligned with the PILOs) 

Intended learning Outcomes of General Education 1 2 3 4  

I-V Required (All outcomes below must be aligned 
with at least one CILO) 

 

I. Demonstrate a solid foundation of inquiry skills 
for life-long learning  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

II. Apply critical and creative thinking skills   ✓ ✓ ✓  

III. Communicate coherently in written and spoken 
language  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

IV. Apply quantitative reasoning / problem solving 
skills  

 ✓  ✓ 
 

V. Demonstrate capacity for ethical reasoning and 
responsible actions  

  ✓   

VI – VIII Optional (At least one outcome below 
must be aligned with at least one CILO) 

 

VI. Recognize the important characteristics of 
diverse peoples and cultures  

✓   
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VII. Examine the major regional and global issues 
and relate them to the socio-political, cultural, 
economic and technological factors.  

 ✓ ✓ 

  

VIII. Appreciate the impact of scientific and 
technological development on society and 
individual.  

  ✓ 

  

 

4. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

TLA Brief Description CILO No. 

1 2 3 4  

a. Lectures Lectures focus on the introduction and 
explanation of the key historical background of 
contemporary China, explore the issues and 
challenges and critically examine its strategies. 
Video-clips will be used to illustrate specific 
topics. In-class brief discussions will also be 
organized to stimulate students’ reflection on 
certain issues. 

✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

 

b. Exercises Four to five exercises will be conducted during 
the classes. Students are required to complete 
the exercises online or on paper based on 
supplementary information provided in various 
forms, including videos, newspaper clips or 
journal articles. 

✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

 

c. Discussion Students are required to participate actively in 
class. In each session, time will be allotted for 
students’ discussion. Students on group basis will 
take turn to lead class discussion or debate on 
certain current Chinese issues. Case materials will 
be provided to students from time to time. The 
leading group will be required to offer their 
opinions on the cases and lead other students to 
discuss. 

✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

 

 

5. Teaching Schedule:  

Lecture 
(hr/week): 

3 Tutorial 
(hr/week): 

0 Other (please specify) 
(hr/week): 

0 

 

6. Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to allow students to demonstrate how well they have achieved the CILOs.)  

AT Brief Description CILO No. Weighting 
(%) 1 2 3 4  
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a. In-class 
Exercises 

Online or paper-based exercises will 
be arranged during the class to 
assess students’ basic 
understanding of the concepts 
learnt in the course. Students will 
be required to complete the 
exercises based on the 
supplementary information 
provided, in form of videos, 
newspaper clips or journal articles. 

✓  ✓  ✓  ✓   30 

b. Group Report 
& Presentation 

Students work in group to write a 
report of approximately 1,500 
words in English on one of the 
selected topics related to 
contemporary China issues (25%). 
Students are required to present 
their findings, analysis and 
implications in detail (15%). 

✓  ✓  ✓  ✓   40 

c. Individual 
Written Report 

Students need to write an individual 
essay in about 2,000 words in 
English on an assigned topic to 
demonstrate their understanding of 
the knowledge on China 
development and contemporary 
issues. 

✓  ✓  ✓  ✓   30 

The weightings must add up to  100% 

 

7. Assessment Schedule (on the basis of Assessment Tasks/ Activities identified above) 

Examination (%):  0 Duration (Hrs):  Coursework (%): 100 

Grading Mode: Standard or Pass/Fail* (delete as appropriate) 

 

Part III Learning Contents and Readings 

1. Syllabus and Alignment with Course Intended Learning Outcomes 

Major themes Related issues and topics 

CILOs 

1 2 3 4  

a. The Making of 
Today’s China 

• The succession of imperial dynasties in 
China; 

• The Han’s position in China; 

• Occupation by non-Han tribes and the 
legacy; 

• Founding of the Republic; 

• The Communist victory; 

• The Cultural Revolution; 

• The reform years 

✓  ✓  ✓  ✓   
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b. Political and 
Economic 
Development 

• China’s political organization, structure 
and institutions; 

• Role of Chinese Communist Party in the 
political system; 

• Constitution and national security 
concepts 

• China’s dynamic growth in perspective; 

• China’s traditional mixed economy; 

• Economic reform;  

• The transition to a market economy; 

• The Belt and Road Initiative 

✓  ✓  ✓  ✓   

c. Demographic and 
Social Problems 

• Population growth and urbanization; 

• One-Child policy, its related issues 
(imbalanced sex ratio, low fertility rate 
and aging population) and the Two-
Child policy; 

• Household registration system (Hukou 
system) and migrant workforce issue; 

• Income disparity; 

• Ethnics tensions: troubles in Xinjiang 
and Tibet, problems of integration, 
China’s policy towards minorities 

✓  ✓  ✓  ✓   

d. China’s 
Environmental 
Problems 

• Contemporary environmental problems; 

• Nature conservation; 

• Prospects for China’s environment 

✓  ✓  ✓  ✓   

e. International 
Relations 

• China’s role in the world; 

• Relationship with USA, EU, Japan, 
ASEAN, and other countries 

✓  ✓  ✓  ✓   

f. China & Hong 
Kong 

• History of Hong Kong and one country 
two systems 

• Hong Kong national security law 

✓  ✓  ✓  ✓   

 

2. Reading List 

Recommended Readings: 

1. Brown, K. (2019). Contemporary China (3rd ed.). London, UK: Red Globe Press. 

2. Larus, Elizabeth Freund (2020). Politics and Society in Contemporary China (2nd Edition), 

Lynne Rienner Publishers, Inc. 

Additional Readings: 

1. Dollar, David, Huang, Yiping and Yao, Yang (Eds) (2020). China 2049: Economic Challenges of 

a Rising Global Power, Brookings Institution Press. 

2. Guo, R. (2017). How the Chinese economy works. Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan.  

3. Kroeber, A. R. (2016). China’s economy: What everyone needs to know? New York, NY: 

Oxford University Press. 

4. Naughton, B. (2018). The Chinese economy, adaptation and growth (2nd ed.). Cambridge, 
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MA: The MIT Press. 

5. Sutter, R. G. (2016). Chinese foreign relations (4th ed.). Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 

6. Zheng, Y. N. (2014). Contemporary China: a history since 1978. Hoboken, JN: John Wiley & 
Sons. 

 

Online Resources: 

1. http://chinahandsmagazine.org      China Hands Magazine 

2. http://en.ndrc.gov.cn                        National Development and Reform Commission 

3. http://english.gov.cn                         The State Council, the People’s Republic of China 

4. http://www.chinaknowledge.com  China Knowledge 

5. www.chinadaily.com.cn                    China Daily 

6. www.chinatoday.com                        China Today 

7. www.stats.gov.cn/english/               National Bureau of Statistics of China 

 

Part IV  

1. Course Examiner: 

Name: Dr. Kenneth Chong  

Date: September 10, 2021 

2. Associate Dean of Faculty 

Name: Cyril Tse 

Date: September 12, 2021 

3. Reviewer (if applicable):  

Name:  

Position/Affiliation:  

Date:  
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